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U.S. AND MEXICAN RESEARCH AGENCIES FORMALIZE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP

WASHINGTON, Oct. 3, 2002–U.S. and Mexican scientists have signed a memoranda of understanding (MOU) to formalize their partnership in solving agricultural problems through research and education.

  
“These agreements will further strengthen scientific and research cooperation and partnerships between the U.S. and Mexico,” said Dr. Joe Jen, undersecretary for Research, Education and Economics.  “We look forward to building on these success for the benefit of the 

food and agricultural sectors of both countries.”

Agricultural Research Service Administrator Edward B. Knipling signed the agreements in Mexico City this week along with officials from the National Research Institute of Forestry, Agriculture and Animal Husbandry (INIFAP), which is part of the Mexican Ministry of Agriculture (SAGARPA) and two other Mexican research institutions.

 
Participants in these agreements will begin a series of meetings to plan cooperative projects in four main research areas: food safety, phyto-sanitary issues, plant and animal health, biotechnology and natural resource and environmental management. 

Another thrust of the U.S.-Mexico effort is to enhance research and agricultural education by creating exchange programs for early career scientists, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers.

Examples of previous ARS collaboration with Mexico include:  

* Use of two weevils–Neochetina bruchi and N. eichhorniae–to biologically control a weed called water-hyacinth that clogs dikes, reservoirs and canals.

* Hosting workshops in English and Spanish with the INIFAP and the U.S. Bureau of Land Management to develop techniques for monitoring the health of desert landscapes and rangelands. 

* Use of hot air treatments to eliminate Mexican fruit fly larvae in oranges and other citrus at quarantine facilities prior to shipment, and

* Participation in the Mexican-American Commission for the Eradication of the Screwworm, a wound-infesting parasite that has been eliminated as a threat to U.S. and Mexican livestock through the use of a “sterile fly release” strategy pioneered by ARS scientists  
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