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Good afternoon.  It is a pleasure to be here on behalf of all the agencies of the Research, Education, and Economics mission area of USDA. 

This is an exciting event for myself, not only as Under Secretary but, as a food scientist.  It is also an important occasion for the future health of all Americans. 

Health is an important consumer value, one which President Bush highlighted in his Initiative on Healthy Lifestyles and Fitness.  However, the national epidemic of overweight and obesity is a major obstacle to health and fitness.  

The Administration has put improving the health and fitness of all Americans on the national agenda.  Fundamental to this effort will be developing a multidimensional, coordinated approach to the problem of obesity.  The Research Education and Economics agencies of USDA look forward to working with our university counterparts to develop strategies on how we can tackle this important public health issue together.

I’d like to take this opportunity to highlight the importance of the relationship between USDA and this Nation’s Land-Grant Universities.   The “People’s Department” and the “People’s Universities” share a special responsibility in ensuring the well-being of the American society through agricultural science and education. 

The universities prepare our future food and agricultural scientists and serve as an important source of innovative research.  The Federal Government, through USDA, provides funding and coordinates research based on our national interests.  Both universities and USDA perform educational outreach. 

The close cooperation of both Federal and university partners is vital to ensuring the synergy of our national public research efforts.

The work done here through the collaborative efforts of USDA and university researchers addresses some very timely issues affecting the health of our nation. It is fitting that this facility be situated here at Davis, which is internationally recognized as a world leader in nutrition education and research. 

It is my sincere hope that this new facility will enable more cooperation, collaboration, and greater synergy between all researchers.

I look forward to hearing about the great things USC, Davis  and USDA are doing to improve the health of the Nation.

