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Good morning.  I am very pleased to be here to address our animal agriculture customers and stakeholders. This is an excellent opportunity for us to listen to your concerns as we work together to formulate a National agricultural research agenda.

The FAIR 2002 agenda addresses many of the same issues outlined in Secretary Veneman’s vision for the future, which is spelled out in USDA’s new “Food and Agricultural Policy” book.  Increased cooperation and partnership between customers, stakeholders, government agencies, and universities are the cornerstones of USDA’s vision.  This workshop, and the FAIR 2002 agenda, are excellent examples of the kinds of partnerships we need.

Listening to our customers and stakeholders is fundamental to ensuring the relevancy of our research programs.  Cooperation and collaboration are even more essential to the continued success of the American food and agricultural system in today’s global marketplace. 

The new global economy, along with advances in information technology, has launched a new era for American agriculture.  New technologies are now leading to greater scientific advances in biotechnology and new opportunities for American agriculture.  

One of the most exciting areas in the biological sciences today is genomics.  The field of genomic research has opened a whole new avenue for science.  Genomic research can help us solve some of the most costly and vexing animal health problems by allowing us to identify the mechanisms of disease and parasite resistance in animals.  Genomic research could also lead to improvements in the production, quality, and safety of food products derived from animals.

The opportunities genomics offers animal sciences are too great to pass up.  Recently I have asked the President’s Office of Science and Technology Policy to form an interagency group, spearheaded by USDA, to address animal genomics.  Other initiatives with plants and microbial genomics have already demonstrated the benefits of such efforts. 

Additionally, the Agricultural Research Service and the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service are funding a National Academy of Sciences animal genomic workshop to be held sometime next year.  Both the interagency working group and the workshop are important first steps in addressing the need for more animal genomic research.

The United States needs to continue to capitalize on its scientific and technological advantage in all economic sectors, including agriculture, in order to compete in the global marketplace.   

Our food and agricultural system is changing from a commodity-based system to one that is being driven by consumers worldwide.  And our producers and food industry face greater competition to meet consumer demands. 

Trade expansion is critical to the future of American agriculture.  We have far more capacity than needed to meet domestic demands. Our future markets are among the 96 percent of the world’s consumers who live outside the United States. 

Increased trade also brings increased risks in the form of foreign pests and diseases. Recent outbreaks of BSE and foot and mouth disease overseas, and emerging issues of bio-security, make it imperative that we have systems in place to respond to disease outbreaks.  Now, more than ever we must enhance our nation's livestock industries and protect American agriculture against emerging diseases. Agricultural research will be fundamental in our efforts.

In closing, I would like to thank the organizations and members of the Animal Agriculture Coalition and the Federation of Animal Science Societies for supporting this workshop and for their overall support of our research efforts. 

I would also like to thank the Agricultural Research Service and the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service for their teamwork in putting this workshop together. 

I hope you have a productive workshop and I look forward to meeting with you again to discuss how the Research, Education, and Economics mission area can better serve our customers and stakeholders.

Thank you.
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