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In the short time since my tenure as the Under Secretary for Research, Education, and Economics, I have been continually impressed -- not only by the quality of science I have seen throughout the Agricultural Research Service -- but also by the caliber of its people.  Nowhere has this quality been more apparent than with the three scientists we are inducting into the ARS Science Hall of Fame tonight:  Dr. Lawrence A. Johnson; Dr. William E. Larson; and Dr. William L. Mengeling.

Induction into the ARS Science Hall of Fame is a distinct honor, bestowed only upon those ARS scientists who have made lasting and extraordinary contributions to agricultural science.  This award, not only recognizes the many distinctive and significant contributions to agricultural research made by these three individuals, but also recognizes their leadership qualities as role models and mentors to younger scientists.

As I reviewed their many achievements and of all those previously inducted, I was struck by three similar themes: the enormous impact of their work; the quality and scholarship of their research; and the tremendous respect and admiration they have earned from their peers and colleagues around the world.

With their entrance into the ARS Science Hall of Fame, they join a very prestigious group of men and women who continue to inspire us all, not only as scientists, but as leaders.  They bring much credit, not only to themselves and ARS, but to all of USDA and the agricultural science community.

It is a great privilege to serve as the Under Secretary to such a prestigious group of scientists and professionals and an honor to be here tonight to recognize three of the Nation’s finest scientists. 

PAGE  
3

