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Good morning, I’m very pleased to be here.  As many of you know, I have been associated with food science and technology throughout my career, in both the private and public sector.  Food safety has always been at the forefront of my professional life.

It’s very gratifying to see representatives from different agencies working together on the important issue of food safety. The partnership between the Food Safety and Inspection Service and the Agricultural Research Service is an excellent example of the kind of program integration that Secretary Veneman, Under Secretary Elsa Murano and I like to witness. 

The more coordinated and integrated our programs are, the better we can respond to the many complicated problems that agriculture faces today.  Being pro-active in matters of food safety and being able to quickly react to emerging food borne pathogens is vital to the health and safety of U.S. consumers.  Food safety is also vital to our production agricultural sector to remain competitive in today’s complex global economic environment. 

Increased global trade, which is so essential to the future of our agricultural economy, has also brought increased risks from foreign pests and diseases as well as from food borne pathogens. 

Today, an increasingly mobile population has virtually ensured that outbreaks of disease and the spread of pathogens are no longer regional issues, but a global issue. 

During the recent past, we have witnessed several catastrophic disease epidemics that have stretched the resources of governments, threatened economies, and posed serious scientific problems of worldwide proportions.  

These problems not only involve diseases like foot and mouth disease and Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE), but also involve microbial food‑borne contaminants, which can traverse borders and spread their deadly effects further in the new global economy. These are problems that require a coordinated and concerted effort on the part of governments and scientists worldwide.

The threat posed by emerging pathogens means our food safety and animal health systems must be continually reassessed and updated.  Food safety policies must be grounded in sound science and consumers must be educated about safe food handling.  The events of 

September 11th and the subsequent anthrax attacks have shown that terrorists will not hesitate to use any means to inflict mass death and destruction on their perceived enemies. 

The new security environment we face has forced us to examine the vulnerabilities of our food and agricultural system. 

Our global agricultural and food supply system cannot be over looked when assessing our vulnerability to this threat. We now have to be prepared to respond to attacks on our food and agricultural system.

The best defense is a good offense. And the kinds of coordinated efforts this group has already made are precisely what will be needed in the future to combat emerging threats. Better methods for detection and measurement of pathogens, residues, and antibiotics, as well as developing new preventive treatments will be essential. 

Continuing research to better understand the nature of pathogens and their interaction with plants and animals is necessary. So is further refinement of risk assessment techniques and the implementation of science‑based preventive systems like the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) program.

Our success in meeting the challenges we face to ensure our food supply remains safe depends upon how effectively all the agencies of USDA, along with our other partners, can work together. The issues surrounding food safety in this new global environment are too complex and multifaceted for one agency alone to tackle. Working together, I have every confidence that we can meet whatever challenges the future holds and ensure our food and agricultural system remains safe and secure.

Have a productive meeting.

Thank you.
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