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· Thank you, Eleanor (Frierson), and thank you to the National Agricultural Library and its food information team for hosting this event.  


I was raised on a Dairy Farm, began my career as a food chemist, and have worked in agricultural research and teaching nearly all of my life ... so to come here to the National Agricultural Library and to this FNIC event is a great experience for me. I love libraries. One of the greatest period in my career was a year in England, living near and working at the British Lending Library in Boston Spa.

· Nutrition is a serious concern. It is one of the foundations of Department of Agriculture, where we are working to ensure that all Americans have access to a healthy and nutritious food supply. 


While our food assistance programs have been a success, the environment in which they operate has changed. After years of USDA and State Department efforts, the diets of low-income and other families appear to have come well above the Recommended Dietary Allowances (RDAs) for most vitamins and minerals. While some nutrient deficiencies remain, the most pressing dietary problems today are related to over-consumption of fats, sodium, refined carbohydrates, and calories.

· Nutrition goes hand-in-hand with food safety, where our efforts in USDA have been to implement HACCP safety assurance systems, improve what consumers know about food safety practices, promote good manufacturing practices for fresh produce, and monitor the safety of imported foods.  


While those efforts have done much to improve food safety, much remains to be done. USDA Under Secretary for Food Safety Elsa Murano, told the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture last week, that “We will continue to examine prudent and sound measures that will further strengthen USDA’s food safety programs.” 


We need continuing research, to evaluate the incidence of current and emerging hazards and the harm they can cause, and to identify which foods are associated with the illnesses. Effective food safety interventions depend upon having the best available science. 


We also need more good food borne illness education and more food information programs like those here at the National Agricultural Library–programs that provide science-based information, and get it to the people who can put it to work.

· That said, I am glad that we have this food information team and Food and Nutrition Information Center here at the National Agricultural Library, supported by funds and expertise from across government, and with a significant World Wide Web presence making accurate information accessible to anyone with a hook to the Internet.

· Now let’s listen to those who will help us learn about these programs.
