Rodney J. Brown, Ph.D.

Deputy Under Secretary for Research, Education, and Economics

U.S. Department of Agriculture

“Recognition of WRRC for Frozen Food Research”

National Historic Landmark Program

Western Regional Research Center

Albany, California

December 11, 2002

I am happy to be here for this occasion. I bring greetings from Under Secretary Joseph Jen.

I am happy to recognize the ACS members here. I have been a member of the American Chemical Society (ACS) for 24 years. During these years we have all watched the transformation of the American Food System. One of the most remarkable changes, and one that symbolizes all that is changing in the food system, has been the continual improvement of frozen foods.

I thank, on behalf of U.S.D.A. the recognition ACS is giving the Western Regional Research Center and the Frozen Food research done here. This is the result of the work of many people over a long time. Thank you.

The world’s food and agricultural system is becoming a food system driven by consumers who are concerned with the safety, nutrition, and environmental impact of what they eat. Consumer needs and concerns are directing future research planning and are creating unprecedented opportunities for scientists working in all fields of food and agriculture.

The Frozen Food Research done here at the Western Regional Research Center led the way as a model of the kind of focused, results-oriented research that will prevail in the future.
FRAMEWORK FOR THE FUTURE

The new century has brought significant changes to every aspect of society and every economic sector, including food and agriculture.  Science and technology are fueling a new global economy and accelerating the pace of scientific research that demands we re-think the way we operate the agriculture and food system. 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ann Veneman has spelled out a vision for this future in USDA’s “Food and Agricultural Policy” book.   As the subtitle, “Taking Stock for the New Century,” suggests, the book outlines the changes and challenges we face and what we must do to ensure the continued success of our food and agricultural system.

CONSUMER DRIVEN AGRICULTURE

Consumers demand more variety, nutrition, and convenience from the food they eat. Each year, 12,000 new products come to market across 14 major categories that range from baby food to soup.

The way food is bought and sold in America is also changing. Mass merchandisers, warehouse club stores, specialty stores, and restaurants are gaining favor over traditional supermarkets.  And changing demographics and lifestyles are creating new niche markets for ethnic and prepared foods.

The strength of consumers in determining the future of the food industry comes from their ability to buy what they want. Americans now spend proportionately more on housing, cars, and other goods and services than on food. Today we enjoy the highest quality and lowest cost food in the world. America’s investment in food and agricultural research is the reason why the percentage of household income we spend on food has dropped from 20.5 percent in 1950 to 10.2 percent in 2000. If you look at just the cost of food bought and eaten at home, in the U.S. we spend 6.4 percent of our income on groceries, while in Japan the average is 15.9 percent and in France it’s 17.7 percent.

Increases in income are more likely to affect the demand for quality and variety than for quantity.  This means that growth in demand for value-added food products will increase the share of every food dollar that goes to processors and retailers.  This will also mean new markets for high quality and specialty crops.

Increases in education levels will continue to enhance consumer awareness and knowledge of diet and health issues and favor consumption of some foods over others. New markets will also continue to emerge as a result of consumer demands for more nutritious food. The number of foods labeled “low fat” or “health food” demonstrates how consumer demands are shaping the food system.

THE IMPORTANCE OF INTEGRATED PROGRAMS

The increased sophistication and globalization of our food system means that today, the problems facing the food and agricultural sectors are so complex and multi-faceted that they cannot be solved by any one scientific field or approach.

Again, the story of Frozen Food research is a model.

The solutions to the challenges we face can best be found through collaboration and cooperation of the numerous scientific disciplines working throughout the food and agricultural sector.  Microbiologists, chemists, nutritionists, geneticists, biotechnologists, and food scientists will be essential to the continued long-term success of our food and agricultural system.

ADVANCE \d4
FOOD SYSTEM RESEARCH FUNDING

Just as the future demands collaboration among scientific disciplines, we must also have collaboration and cooperation among government, academia, and industrial research. In recent years, privately research has exceeded publicly funded research. This balance must be watched carefully, along with the related balance along the continuum from basic to applied work.

CONCLUSION

Science is the foundation of our modern food and agricultural system. The food and agricultural sector contributes not only to the economy, but also to the health and well being of us all.

I applaud your efforts at Western Regional Research Center and the efforts of food and agriculture researchers everywhere.  I recently read something that applies here:

…whoever could make two Ears of Corn, or two Blades of Grass to grow upon one spot of Ground where only one grew before, would deserve better of Mankind, and do more essential Service to his Country than the whole Race of Politicians put together.

Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

The work you do affects the lives of all Americans and people everywhere on the most basic of levels—through the food we eat.  Keep up the good work.

Thank you.
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